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Press Release

Prospective Plantings
HARRISBURG — Pennsylvania farmers intend to plant more acres of barley, oats, soybeans, and
sorghum this spring and harvest more hay in 2003.  Corn and tobacco acreage intentions are
unchanged from a year ago.  Wheat acres planted last fall for harvest this summer are down from
a year ago. 

All wheat, at 175,000 acres, is down 8 percent from last year, but 3 percent above the 2001
planted acres.  Expected barley planted acreage is 75,000, up 7 percent from 2002 and 5,000
acres more than were planted in 2001. Expected oats planted acreage is 145,000, up 4 percent
from 2002, but 5,000 acres less than two years ago.  Expected oats acreage for harvest is
115,000, unchanged from the last 2 years.

For row crops, intended plantings of corn for all purposes are 1,450,000 acres, unchanged from
last year and 50,000 acres below two years ago. Soybean planted acreage intentions is set at
370,000 acres, 1 percent more than the 365,000 planted last year, but 30,000 less acres than two
years ago.  Farmers also intend to plant 13,000 acres of sorghum in 2003, which is up 18 percent
or 2,000 acres from last year.

Intentions are to harvest 1300 acres of  Southern Maryland-type tobacco, unchanged from a year
ago.   Pennsylvania seedleaf type tobacco harvested acreage is expected to be 2,100 acres, also
unchanged from last year.

Harvest intentions for all hay in 2003 is 1,900,000 acres, up 6 percent or 100,000 acres from last
year's harvest.

Farmers in the United States intend to plant 79.0 million acres of corn for all purposes in 2003,
virtually unchanged from 2002, but 4 percent above 2001.  Expected acreage is up in the eastern
Corn Belt as growers are switching back to corn after planting soybeans last year when persistent
wet weather in the spring prevented them from seeding corn.  However, all states in the Great
Plains, except North Dakota, are decreasing their intended corn plantings as continued drought
conditions are expected to persist into the 2003 crop year.

Soybean producers intend to plant 73.2 million acres in 2003, down 1 percent from last year and, if
realized, the lowest planted area since 1998.  This is the third consecutive year that soybean
acreage has declined in the United States.  Growers in most of the Corn Belt and central Great
Plains states intend to plant fewer acres in 2003.  Expected increases in acreage, offsetting some
of the decreases were located in the northern Great Plains, upper Mississippi Valley, Atlantic
Coast, and Delta regions. 
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All wheat planted area is expected to total 61.7 million acres in 2003, up 2 percent from 2002. 
Winter wheat planted area for the 2003 crop is 44.3 million acres, up 6 percent from 2002.  Of the
total, about 31.9 million acres are Hard Red Winter, 8.2 million acres Soft Red Winter, and 4.2
million acres White Winter.

Sorghum plantings are expected to total 9.45 million acres, down 1 percent from last year.  Barley
producers intend to plant 5.38 million acres in 2003, up 6 percent from last year. Oat acres seeded
and to be seeded for the 2003 crop year are expected to total 4.83 million, down4 percent from last
year’s planted area.  Growers expect to harvest 2.20 million acres for grain, 5 percent more than in
2002.  All tobacco growers intend to harvest 417,510 acres in 2003, down 3 percent from both
2002 and 2001.  If realized, this would be the lowest harvested acreage since 1874.

Hay acreage harvested is expected to be 63.6 million in 2003, down 1 percent  from last year’s
harvest.  Harvested acres are expected to decrease in 17 states with North Dakota having the
largest decrease following the drought conditions last year which resulted in more Conservation
Reserve Program land and small grain acres harvested for hay. 

In the March Agricultural Survey randomly selected farmers across the United States were asked if
they intended to plant varieties of corn that, through biotechnology, was resistant to herbicides,
insects, or both, and/or soybean varieties that were herbicide resistant.  Survey results indicated
that on  a national level, farmers intend to plant 26 percent of their corn acres to insect resistant
varieties, compared to 22 percent a year ago; 9 percent of their corn acres to herbicide resistant
varieties, unchanged from a year ago; and 3 percent of their corn acres to stacked gene varieties,
compared to 2 percent a year ago.  Survey results also showed that on a national level farmers
intend to plant 80 percent of their soybean acres to a herbicide resistant variety, compared to 75
percent last year.

Data users are  reminded that actual acreages planted may vary from intentions because of the
effects of weather, availability of production inputs, and changes in market conditions prior to
planting.  Data users are also reminded that this report includes intentions to plant for all purposes.


